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August 22, 2018 
 
To: Voting Members of the Pennsylvania Medical Society (PAMED) 
 House of Delegates 
 
From: John J. Pagan, MD, FACS, Speaker, House of Delegates 
 John W. Spurlock, MD, Vice Speaker, House of Delegates 
 
At this time, your Speakers are pleased to provide you with some important 
information as you plan for the upcoming PAMED House of Delegates (HOD) to be 
held at the Hershey Lodge from Oct. 26-28, 2018. Please note that the opening 
session of the annual business meeting will commence at 10:30 a.m. on Saturday, Oct. 
27. The start time has been moved back in order to accommodate the Medical Student 
Debates being held from 8-9:30 a.m. and the Resident & Fellow Poster Competition 
being held from 9-10:30 a.m.     
 

Delegate and Alternate Lists and Credentialing 
The names of all County, Specialty, and Section Delegates and Alternates were due to 
be submitted for credentialing to Ellen Yasinski, Associate Director of House 
Operations & Governance, by July 26. It has come to our attention that a number of 
available Delegate/Alternate slots remain open even as the deadline has passed. In 
particular, there are a number of rural counties who have not yet submitted any names 
for their Delegates and Alternates. If these seats are not filled at the time of the HOD 
meeting, these unrepresented regions will be denied the opportunity to give voice to 
the issues that are important to their practices. We would like to encourage anyone 
who has not yet submitted the names of their respective Delegates and Alternates to 
Ellen to do so immediately. If you have specific questions concerning your 
county/specialty/section delegate allocation, please contact Ellen by email at 
eyasinski@pamedsoc.org or by phone at (717) 909-2605. 
 
Online Discussion Forum 
All PAMED members will once again be able to comment on the resolutions and 
reports that are submitted for consideration by this year’s HOD through an online 
discussion forum. Members will receive a link to the discussion forum when it is live. 
Testimony and comments will be accepted beginning on Sept. 28 and continuing until 
11:59 pm Eastern Standard Time (EST) on Oct. 21. After the deadline, PAMED staff 
will compile the comments submitted and forward them to the Speakers and to the 
members of all reference committees so that they can finalize related resolutions and 
reports.  
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Official Reports Book (ORB) 
We are once again providing our entire Official Reports Book (ORB) in an electronic version. When HOD materials are 
ready, you will be able to access and download them from the PAMED app or from PAMED’s HOD website 
(www.pamedsoc.org/HOD). The ORB will contain resolutions, reports, and other materials. The web pages will have 
links for hotel registration, directions, local attractions, and more. We would like to remind you that you should download 
all materials prior to the HOD that you want to access during the meeting. Paper copies of the ORB will not be 
available at the meeting.  
 
Wireless Internet Access 
Wireless Internet access will be available in all meeting rooms for everyone to use with their laptops and other wireless 
devices throughout the course of the meeting. Please completely charge your laptop prior to the meeting or bring a back-
up battery with you. Electricity will not be provided at delegates’ seats, so please use your devices and batteries wisely. 
There will be some extra outlets in the back of the HOD meeting room for those who need a quick charge. 
 
Statewide ORB Review Webinar 
We will be holding a statewide review of the ORB on Tuesday, Oct. 16 from 7-9:00 p.m. via interactive webinar. This 
informational listening session will provide an opportunity for all District Trustees, Delegates/Alternate Delegates, and 
CMS/Specialty Society/Section leadership and staff to review the resolutions in preparation for the HOD. PAMED staff 
will provide a brief review of each resolution. Questions may be submitted online and will be answered within 48 hours. 
Note: Any caucusing after this listening session would be handled independently.   
 
Please register for the webinar using the following link: 
 
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_pf_29grjQFSpE2rk8cPrsg 
 
After registering, you should receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the webinar. 
 
Resolutions 
Business may be introduced into the House through the presentation of resolutions by voting delegates.   
 
Resolutions may be submitted at any time prior to thirty (30) days before a meeting of the HOD and shall be 
electronically circulated as business of the House. The deadline for submitting resolutions for introduction at this year’s 
HOD is Sept. 27, 2018. All resolutions accepted as business of the House will be considered at open hearings of the 
reference committees on Saturday, Oct. 27. Reference committee reports will be available for downloading by 6 a.m. on 
Sunday, Oct. 28. 
 
When writing a resolution, please keep the following in mind: 
 

• The title of the resolution should appropriately and concisely reflect the action for which it calls. 
 

• A resolution conveys to the HOD a proposal from an individual, a component or specialty society, or a special 
section on a particular subject. 
 

• When possible, please list another active PAMED member who also supports (or authors) the resolution. 
 

• Resolutions which represent the view of a County, Specialty, or Section should have a letter of endorsement from 
that body. 

 
• Statements beginning with “Whereas” comprise the first part of the resolution. These usually include the 

introductory facts or circumstances, which logically develop into a formal conclusion, or the “Resolved.” The 
prefacing “Whereas” statements should be clear, concise, and logically support the “Resolved” portions. It is 
important that those prefacing statements themselves do not cause disagreement and debate to the detriment of 
the main resolution.  

http://www.pamedsoc.org/HOD
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• The formal conclusion (the “Resolved”) is the second part of the resolution. The “Resolved” portions should 

stand alone as complete and understandable statements without referring to ideas contained in the “Whereas” 
statements. The “Resolved” portions, if adopted by the House, become the policy of PAMED. 
 

There are several facts you should know about submitting resolutions: 
 

1. Resolutions may be authored by any PAMED member. 
 

2. Resolutions must be introduced into the House by delegates acting on their own behalf or for the component or 
special sections they are representing. It is incumbent upon the authors, if they are not delegates, to secure 
delegates who agree to introduce the resolutions. 

 
3. Resolutions should include the names of the authors and the introducers and should be submitted via email to 

Ellen Yasinski at eyasinski@pamedsoc.org. Authors of resolutions should review the PAMED Policy 
Compendium prior to submitting a resolution to avoid duplication of existing policies. The Compendium can be 
accessed at www.pamedsoc.org/HOD.  
 

4. Resolution that echo existing policy will be presented as re-affirmation and considered separately from new 
subjects. Please thoroughly research existing PAMED and AMA policy to avoid redundancy. 

 
5. Resolutions submitted prior to thirty (30) days before a meeting of the House will be included in the Official 

Reports Book and will automatically become business to be considered by the House. This year the deadline is 
Sept. 27; however, we ask that resolutions be submitted as far in advance of the deadline as possible.  
 

6. Although special section resolutions do not always appear in the Official Reports Book, special sections should 
also conform to the deadline and submit their proposed resolutions to their PAMED staff person(s) by no later 
than Sept. 27, if possible. By using email, conference calls, and the like, special sections can determine their policy 
matters in order to meet the Sept. 27 deadline.  
 

7. Resolutions submitted less than thirty (30) days prior to the convening of the House will be posted to the website 
for distribution to the House, but these resolutions will require a two-thirds favorable vote of the House in order 
to become business of the House. Please be reminded of Standing Rule No. 2, which states in part:  

 
“...Resolutions requiring a vote of the House are to be accompanied by an explanation 
for lateness. Such resolutions will be reviewed by the Committee on Rules and Credentials, 
which will recommend to the House whether they should be accepted or rejected as House 
business.  Authors should be present at this meeting to explain their resolution and provide 
the reason for delay in submission. The foregoing rule shall not apply to substitute resolutions. 
Any resolution submitted after the Committee on Rules and Credentials has adjourned will 
require a three-fourths favorable vote of the members of the House present and voting to 
become the business of the House...” 

 
8. Please note that the Committee on Rules and Credentials hearing to review late resolutions will be held at 6 p.m. 

on Friday, Oct. 26.  
 

9. Circulation of resolutions prior to the convening of the opening session allows for the subjects to be considered 
and discussed more thoroughly by individual delegates and caucuses. 

 
10. The 1995 House of Delegates adopted Resolution 95-607, mandating that resolutions be accompanied by fiscal 

notes. PAMED staff will be happy to assist resolution authors in determining all appropriate fiscal notes. 
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11. The 1997 House of Delegates adopted as amended Resolution 97-511, calling for the adoption of criteria for the 
authors of resolutions to remain anonymous. Therefore, authors wishing to remain anonymous should state that 
fact when submitting resolutions; however, resolutions must initially contain authors’ names. 

 
12. Authors of resolutions should be sure to spell out in full at least the first mention of any word or phrase that may 

later be abbreviated in the resolution. 
 
Resolutions Directing AMA Action 
Submission of excessive, redundant, and/or irrelevant resolutions to the AMA potentially diminishes the reputation and 
credibility of the Pennsylvania Delegation.  Therefore, your Speakers have established the following caveats for potential 
resolutions to be submitted to the AMA: 
 

• Discretion should be used in requesting AMA action. Please research existing AMA policy before submitting 
resolutions to PAMED HOD to avoid redundancy. 

• The Speakers shall advise reference committee chairs to conscientiously consider all Resolveds dealing with the 
AMA and to recommend to the House the deletion of marginal Resolveds. 

• Pennsylvania Delegation members shall attend reference committee hearings and speak against forwarding those 
resolutions that are existing policy or do not appear appropriate to be submitted to the AMA or may also speak in 
that regard from the floor of the House. 

• The Pennsylvania Delegation to the AMA has the responsibility to determine when and in what format a 
resolution adopted by the Pennsylvania Medical Society House of Delegates will be submitted to the AMA. 

 
A large amount of late resolutions hampers the smooth flow of business in the House. Therefore, we urge each 
delegate’s cooperation in submitting resolutions as far in advance of the Sept. 27 deadline as possible. 
 
 
C: Board of Trustees 
 County Medical Society Leadership and Staff 

Specialty Society Leadership and Staff 
Special Section Chairs and Staff 

 
 
 
 
 


