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DATE:  July 3, 2019 

 

SUBJECT:  Long Term Care Provider Bulletin No. 2019-07-03 

Clarification of Dietitians Issuing Dietary Orders in Long Term Care 

TO:   Nursing Home Administrators  

 

FROM:  Susan Y Williamson, Director  

Division of Nursing Care Facilities  

Bureau of Facility Licensure and Certification  

 

 

 

In 2017, the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services updated the regulations related to Long 

Term Care Facilities.  Part of that update included language at CFR 483.30(e)(2).  The update 

included language delegating the task of writing dietary orders to a qualified dietitian as long as 

they are acting within their scope of practice as defined by State law. 

In F715, the physician may delegate the task of writing dietary orders, consistent with 483.60, to 

a qualified dietitian or other clinically qualified nutrition professional who… 

(i) Is acting within the scope of practice as defined by State law 

(ii) Is under the supervision of the physician. 

 

The question was posed to Department of State if this was within the scope of practice in PA.   

Discussion between The Department of State’s Nursing Board and The Department of Health, 

Division of Nursing Care Facilities, clarified that if the physician writes an order delegating the 

task to the dietitian, then they are permitted to proceed with writing dietary orders.   

 

Please note that: 

• The physician shall have ultimate responsibility for the resident’s care. 
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• A physician must first order the resident’s diet.  Only after the physician orders the 

resident’s diet may the physician then delegate dietary orders to a registered 

dietitian who can, under this delegation, alter, modify, or change the physician’s 

original order.  The physician shall specifically note in the medical record the 

delegation to the dietitian to alter/modify/change the original order.  

 

• A registered dietitian issuing an order for a resident's diet must act under the 

direction or supervision of a physician. 
 

• The facility’s policies and procedures must outline, qualifications, status, clinical 
duties and responsibilities of registered dietitians and delineate the 
responsibilities of the physician in relation to registered dietitians 

 

• The registered dietitian issuing an order for a resident's diet shall act only in 

accordance with regulatory requirements and policies and procedures. 

 


