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Diverse range of public health governance 
structures across U.S.

Source: ASTHO

https://astho.shinyapps.io/profile/
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Pennsylvania’s Public 
Health Structure

Local Health Departments
County
1. Allegheny
2. Bucks
3. Chester 
4. Delaware
5. Erie
6. Montgomery
7. Philadelphia
City
1. Allentown
2. Bethlehem
3. Wilkes-Barre 
4. York City
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Highlights of PA DOH Work
Public Health Action Examples
Prevent epidemics and spread of disease Salmonella, measles, syphilis, etc…

Collect and analyze data to inform action Immunizations, maternal 
morbidity/mortality, vital records, OD

Prevent injuries and promote healthy 
behaviors 

Good Food Healthy Hospitals, Walk 
Works

Protect against environmental hazards Lead, PFAS
Respond to disasters and assist in 
recovery

Train derailment, nursing home loss 
of heat

Assure quality and accessibility of health 
services

Survey hospitals, long term care 
facilities, EMS, others 

Oversee vital records Issue birth and death records 



Vaccinations and 
Measles Response
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Recent news headlines
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Summer 2025: 
replaced ACIP 

members, most 
workgroups ceased, 
liaison orgs removed

Sept 2025: 
downgraded COVID 
vax recommendation 
to shared decision 

making

Dec 2025: 
downgraded hep B 

vax recommendation 
for newborns to 
shared decision 

making

Key federal vaccine policy changes in 2025
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Jan 2026:
updated childhood 

vax schedule, 
reduced diseases 

for which CDC 
recommends vax 

as default from 17 
to 11

Apr 2026: federal 
judge issues 
temporary 

injunction in AAP v. 
Kennedy; now 

appealed to First 
Circuit

May 2026: 
Amended ACIP 
charter; EO for 
CDC & ACIP to 

align childhood vax 
schedule to “peer” 

nations

Aug 2026: EO to 
again align 

childhood vax 
schedule to peer 
nations, separate 
MMR to M+M+R, 
space all vaccines

Key federal vaccine policy changes in 2026
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Vaccination rates for kindergarten slowly 
declining in PA, 2018-2026

Source: DOH School Immunization Rates

https://www.pa.gov/agencies/health/programs/immunizations/rates
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Vaccination rates for 7th grade slowly declining 
in PA, 2018-2026

Source: DOH School Immunization Rates

https://www.pa.gov/agencies/health/programs/immunizations/rates
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Vaccination rates for 12th grade slowly 
declining in PA, 2018-2026

Source: DOH School Immunization Rates

https://www.pa.gov/agencies/health/programs/immunizations/rates
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Religious and philosophical exemptions for 
vaccines increasing in PA, 2018-2026

Source: DOH School Immunization Rates

https://www.pa.gov/agencies/health/programs/immunizations/rates
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Post Gazette and Inquirer published feature 
articles on declining school vaccination rates

Source: Pittsburgh Post Gazette, Philadelphia Inquirer

https://newsinteractive.post-gazette.com/pennsylvania-vaccine-immunity/
https://www.inquirer.com/health/inq2/children-vaccination-rates-risks-measles-oubreak-philadelphia-pennsylvania-20260507.html
https://newsinteractive.post-gazette.com/pennsylvania-vaccine-immunity/
https://www.inquirer.com/health/inq2/children-vaccination-rates-risks-measles-oubreak-philadelphia-pennsylvania-20260507.html
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Many organizations working 
to fill vaccine information 
and infrastructure gaps

Note: click each image to learn more about that organization

https://www.commonhealthcoalition.org/
https://vaxintegrity.cidrap.umn.edu/
https://yourlocalepidemiologist.substack.com/
https://www.pa.gov/agencies/health/newsroom/launch-northeast-public-health-collaborative
https://www.trustedmessengerprogram.org/
https://www.chop.edu/vaccine-education-center
https://www.ama-assn.org/amaone/vaccine-recommendations
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• DOH: create VFC-like program (PA CARES), create 
vaccine info website, convene vaccine education 
workgroup

• All agencies ensure regulations and guidance 
consistent with recommendations from leading 
medical associations

• DHS & PID: ensure vaccine coverage without 
cost-sharing in Medicaid and private insurance

• Depts. State, Aging, and Education: communicate 
updated guidance to partners

Oct. 2025: Gov. Shapiro signed Executive 
Order protecting vaccine access

Source: Executive Order 2025-02

RESPONSE

https://www.pa.gov/content/dam/copapwp-pagov/en/governor/documents/Executive%20Order%202025%2002%20Governor%20Shapiro%20Vaccines%20Access.pdf
https://www.pa.gov/content/dam/copapwp-pagov/en/governor/documents/Executive%20Order%202025%2002%20Governor%20Shapiro%20Vaccines%20Access.pdf
https://www.pa.gov/content/dam/copapwp-pagov/en/governor/documents/Executive%20Order%202025%2002%20Governor%20Shapiro%20Vaccines%20Access.pdf
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Providing information to the public about 
vaccines

YouTube Playlist - "On Call: Immunizations"

RESPONSE

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_LZPvUDGE8w&list=PLJkiszX0jyO5ggYhoMLruvHQi5sHBz_IX
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DOH 2025-2026 school vaccination rates 
interactive tool now live

RESPONSE
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• Since 2025, CDC no longer permits 317 funds for universal administration of 
Hep B birth dose

– VFC eligible infants receive VFC vax; others through their insurance
• Also requires states enroll at least 30% of birthing hospitals in VFC

– PA DOH enrolled 78%
– VFC birthing facilities must offer birth dose Hep B and RSV monoclonal 

Ab product 

Changes to CDC VFC and 317 funding policies 
led to effort to increase enrolled hospitals

RESPONSE
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In 2026, 4,410 measles cases in U.S.

As of 10/15/26 - Source: CDC, Measles Cases and Outbreaks

https://www.cdc.gov/measles/data-research/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/measles/data-research/index.html
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PA: 1,317 measles cases in 2026 (44 counties)

As of 10/21/26 - Source: DOH Measles Dashboard

https://www.pa.gov/agencies/health/diseases-conditions/infectious-disease/measles
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Disease tracking
• Case reports from labs and 

clinicians
• Testing at DOH State Lab and 

commercial labs
• Wastewater surveillance
• Clinical consult team

Monitoring and responding to new cases

Case investigation and 
contact tracing
• Identify exposures
• Education
• Access to testing and care
• Isolation and quarantine

DOH State Health Centers

RESPONSE

https://www.pa.gov/agencies/health/healthcare-and-public-health-professionals/laboratories
https://www.pa.gov/agencies/health/about-us/state-health-centers
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Raising awareness and educating about the 
outbreak

Published outbreak dashboard and resources at pa.gov/measles

Issued Health Alerts (HANs) about the outbreak, early MMR vaccination, PEP

Educated clinical and public health professionals through virtual Measles 
Grand Rounds, HANs, and other engagements

Partnering with PDE and DHS to prepare school nurses, administrators, and 
childcare facilities on response

RESPONSE

https://pa.gov/measles
https://www.pa.gov/content/dam/copapwp-pagov/en/health/documents/topics/documents/2026%20HAN/2026-822-05-01-ADV-%20Measles_Lebanon.pdf
https://www.pa.gov/content/dam/copapwp-pagov/en/health/documents/topics/documents/2026%20HAN/2026-831-06-24-ALT-Measles_Early%20MMR.pdf
https://www.train.org/pa/course/1138258/details
https://www.train.org/pa/course/1138258/details
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15 counties in PA with community measles 
transmission

RESPONSE

Source: DOH Measles Dashboard

https://www.pa.gov/agencies/health/diseases-conditions/infectious-disease/measles
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PREVENTION

Total MMR doses sharply increased since 
start of outbreak in 2026

*Through Oct 20, 2026
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• Targeted approach
• Small set up 
• Variety of settings 
• >210 clinics across to 

date

Vaccination – Pop Up Clinics

*Through Oct 20, 2026
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“Dose Zero” and early MMR doses increased 
dramatically in 2026 after DOH health alert

RESPONSE
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• Health care providers, especially in areas with 
highest cases

• Local health departments and other states when 
cases cross jurisdictional boundaries (e.g., soccer 
camp exposure)

• CDC measles team
• Schools and childcare with PDE/DHS

Can’t do this work without many partners
RESPONSE
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• Consider which level you’re interested in
• Participate in state and national medical societies (e.g., PAMED, 

PA AAP, PAFP, etc…)
• Work with local organizations
• Share your perspectives (e.g., elected representatives, op-ed’s, 

public comment for meetings and regulations)
• Sign up to receive the PA Bulletin & HANs

• http://pahan.health.pa.gov

Health care providers can contribute to policy 
in many ways

https://www.pacodeandbulletin.gov/Account/PARegister
https://www.pa.gov/agencies/health/healthcare-and-public-health-professionals/han#sortCriteria=%40copapwpissuedate%20descending
http://pahan.health.pa.gov/
http://pahan.health.pa.gov/


Follow the PA Department of Health on:
Facebook, X (Twitter), Instagram, and YouTube

Thank 
you

https://www.facebook.com/pennsylvaniadepartmentofhealth
https://x.com/PAHealthDept
https://www.instagram.com/pahealthdept/
https://www.youtube.com/@pahealthdept


Department of Health 
Communications and 
Resources
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DOH Respiratory Virus Dashboard

Source: DOH Respiratory Virus Dashboard

https://www.pa.gov/agencies/health/diseases-conditions/infectious-disease/respiratory-viruses/respiratory-virus-dashboard
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PA Health Alert Network (HAN)

Measles: May 2026 Medetomidine: Dec. 2024

Source: PA Health Alert Network

https://www.pa.gov/agencies/health/healthcare-and-public-health-professionals/han#sortCriteria=%40copapwpissuedate%20descending
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DOH Reports 

2025 PA Maternal Mortality Review 
Annual Report

Maternal Health Strategic Plan

https://www.pa.gov/content/dam/copapwp-pagov/en/dhs/documents/maternal-health/2025-maternal-health-strategic-action-report.pdf
https://www.pa.gov/content/dam/copapwp-pagov/en/health/documents/topics/documents/programs/2025%20MMR%20Report.pdf
https://www.pa.gov/content/dam/copapwp-pagov/en/health/documents/topics/documents/programs/2025%20MMR%20Report.pdf
https://www.pa.gov/content/dam/copapwp-pagov/en/health/documents/topics/documents/programs/2025%20MMR%20Report.pdf
https://www.pa.gov/content/dam/copapwp-pagov/en/dhs/documents/maternal-health/2025-maternal-health-strategic-action-report.pdf
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Stay informed with DOH Newsletters

Signup for the newsletters here

https://app.e2ma.net/app2/audience/signup/2096805/2061934/
https://app.e2ma.net/app2/audience/signup/2096805/2061934/


35

Data
• State Health Assessment (SHA) & 

dashboard
• State Health Improvement Plan

(SHIP) & dashboard
• Enterprise Data Dissemination 

Informatics Exchange (EDDIE) 
• Respiratory virus dashboard 
• Health statistics webpage

Vaccine Info
• General immunization guidance 
• School immunization webpage
• PIERS Public Portal
• Measles
Stay Informed
• 877-PA-HEALTH 
• PA Bulletin
Education
• PA TRAIN

Other DOH Resources

https://www.pa.gov/agencies/health/about-us/health-plans-development/state-health-assessment.html
https://www.pa.gov/agencies/health/about-us/health-plans-development/state-health-assessment.html
https://www.pa.gov/agencies/health/about-us/health-plans-development/sha-dashboard.html
https://www.pa.gov/content/dam/copapwp-pagov/en/health/documents/topics/documents/ship/SHIP_2023-2028.pdf
https://www.pa.gov/content/dam/copapwp-pagov/en/health/documents/topics/documents/ship/SHIP_2023-2028.pdf
https://www.pa.gov/agencies/health/about-us/health-plans-development/state-health-improvement-plan.html
https://www.phaim.health.pa.gov/EDD/Default.aspx
https://www.phaim.health.pa.gov/EDD/Default.aspx
https://www.phaim.health.pa.gov/EDD/Default.aspx
https://www.pa.gov/agencies/health/diseases-conditions/infectious-disease/respiratory-viruses/respiratory-virus-dashboard
https://www.pa.gov/agencies/health/diseases-conditions/infectious-disease/respiratory-viruses/respiratory-virus-dashboard
https://www.pa.gov/agencies/health/health-statistics
https://www.pa.gov/agencies/health/health-statistics
https://www.pa.gov/agencies/health/programs/immunizations/general-immunization-guidance
https://www.pa.gov/agencies/health/programs/immunizations/general-immunization-guidance
https://www.pa.gov/agencies/health/programs/immunizations/school
https://www.pa.gov/agencies/health/programs/immunizations/school
https://www.pa.gov/agencies/health/programs/immunizations/piers-public-portal
https://www.pa.gov/agencies/health/programs/immunizations/piers-public-portal
https://pa.gov/measles
https://pa.gov/measles
https://www.pacodeandbulletin.gov/
https://www.pacodeandbulletin.gov/
https://www.train.org/pa/welcome
https://www.train.org/pa/welcome
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