PENNSYLVANIA MEDICAL SOCIETY

Commission on Continuing Medical Education

CME MISSION STATEMENT

“The mission of the Pennsylvania Medical Society is to represent physicians, support professional advancement in public health and public policy, as well as in medical science, education, practice, and ethics, and serve as patient advocates, both on the state and national levels.”
CME Purpose

The Pennsylvania Medical Society recognizes that the quality of continuing medical education for physicians directly affects the quality of care delivered to patients.  Through our dual roles as Accredited Provider and Recognized Accreditor, the Society is dedicated to improving CME in the Commonwealth through activities which foster change in physicians’ competence, performance, and patient outcomes.  As an Accredited Provider of CME, the Society develops its own educational activities and offers joint-sponsorship of Category 1 activities to our subsidiaries, state specialty organizations, county medical societies, state government, and local agencies. As a Recognized Accreditor, the Medical Society’s Commission on CME is committed to improving the capabilities of its accredited providers to meet the CME needs of their physician learners.   
Target Audience

The Society primarily focuses its directly-sponsored continuing medical education activities on its membership.  Through joint-sponsorship with our subsidiaries, state specialty organizations, county medical societies, state government, and local agencies, the Society expands its audience to include all physicians, allied health professionals, and other interested parties in the Commonwealth.  As part of our commitment to jointly-sponsor activities with subsidiaries, the audience for education sponsored by the Society may also include physicians in other states. The Commission on CME also provides educational opportunities for CME professionals and others interested in physician education or improving physician practice.

Content Areas

The content areas of our educational activities include risk management, patient safety, physician-patient communications, HIPAA, regulatory issues, practice management, bioterrorism preparedness, and other focused clinical topics, as well as implementing and managing continuing medical education for physicians.  Through jointly-sponsored activities with the state specialty societies and the Pennsylvania Center for Professional Drug Education, the Society also provides Category 1 credit for clinical conferences and newsletters.  The needs for these programs are assessed through legislative actions, relevant information from our subsidiaries (PMSCO and KePRO), risk assessment data from PMSLIC, member surveys, on-going evaluation of current activities, and staff or leadership interaction with members.
Types of Activities Provided

The Society’s sponsored activities are delivered in a variety of formats including hands-on workshops, traditional lectures, multi-day clinical conferences, panel discussions, live Internet activities, and case presentations, as well as through enduring materials in print, on CD, and through the Internet.  
Expected Outcomes

The Society is dedicated to improving CME in the Commonwealth through activities which foster change in physicians’ competence.  In our directly sponsored programs we especially focus on the competencies of practice-based learning and improvement, systems-based practice and professionalism, and interpersonal and communication skills. Through our role as a recognized accreditor and in joint sponsorship, we focus on our partner educational group members’ competence in medical knowledge and patient care outcomes.  
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